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Reason for
change:

*

There is no good way for a WMS client to set a reasonable initial
state when using WMS services with many layers or layers that hides
information in layers below.
With a boolean initial state attribute on each layer the client could
setup layers in a user-friendly way where the most important
information is visible from the start and the server load and client
response time is reduced by having information that cannot be combined
anyway switched off.

Summary of
change:

*

WMS should provide a way for clients to set an initial on/off state for each layer.

Consequences if
not approved:

Difficult for GIS-operators using WMS-capable clients to find relevant
information in complex WMS services and important data can be
interpreted incorrectly or be obscured.
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