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General Call to be included in the participation announcement.

To:  OGC members & interested parties

A new OGC Standards Working Group is being formed. The OGC members listed below have proposed the OGC Ordering Services for Earth Observation Products Standards Working Group.  The SWG proposal provided in this document meets the requirements of the OGC TC Policies and Procedures.


The SWG name, statement of purpose, scope, list of deliverables, audience, and language specified in the proposal will constitute the SWG's official charter. Technical discussions may occur no sooner than the SWG's first meeting.

This SWG will operate under the OGC 2007 IPR Policy. The eligibility requirements for becoming a participant in the SWG at the first meeting (see details below) are that:

   (a) you must be an employee of an OGC member organization or an individual
member of OGC;
   (b) the OGC member must have signed the OGC membership agreement;
   (c) you must notify the SWG chair of your intent to participate to the first meeting. Members may do so by logging onto the portal and navigating to the “Observer” page and clicking on the SWG of interest [https://portal.opengeospatial.org/?m=public&orderby=default&tab=7] and
   (d) you must attend meetings of the SWG. The first meeting of this SWG is at the time and date fixed below. Attendance may be by teleconference.

Of course, participants also may join the SWG at any time. The OGC and the SWG welcomes all interested parties.

Non-OGC members who wish to participate may contact us about joining the OGC. In addition, the public may access some of the resources maintained for each SWG: the SWG public description, the SWG Charter, Change Requests, and public comments, which will be linked from the SWG’s page.

Please feel free to forward this announcement to any other appropriate lists. The OGC is an open standards organization; we encourage your feedback.

1. Ordering Services for Earth Observation Products Standards Working Group

2. Purpose of this Standards Working Group

The purpose of this Standard Working Group is to promote the 

OGC 06-141r2 Ordering Services for Earth Observation Products

to the state of OGC adopted standard. 

The candidate standard is currently an OGC “Best Practices” document.

The proposed candidate standard is the result of several years of activities in the ESA Heterogeneous Mission Accessibility – Interoperability (HMA–I) project and further updated in the frame of ESA DAIL (Data Access Integration Layer) Implementation Project. The purpose of above projects was to define and then to implement the protocols for allowing a smooth integration between the ESA Ground Segment and the other partners Space Agencies.

The scope of the candidate standard is to define the interfaces for implementing Web Services allowing the clients to issue order for archived, planned and future potential Earth Observation products.  

In the frame of this SWG’s activities, the candidate standard will be reviewed and commented by the OGC members and the public and the gathered comments will be processed in order to further improve the candidate standard.

3. Scope of Work

This SWG is established as a result of the RFC Submission related to the OGC 06-141r2 Ordering Services for Earth Observation Products (being already an OGC “Best Practices” document).

The scope of the work of this SWG, once it has been formally activated, is:

· Gathering comments from the SWG opted-in members and from all other stakeholders;

· Processing the comments and applying the agreed changes to the candidate standard;

· Setting–up the Issue Tracker for tracking the received comments;

· Finalize the updated spec and issue of an updated document for the 30 day public comment period;

· Gathering comments from the OGC members and the public;

· Processing of the comments and apply the agreed changes in the re-issued document;

· Finally the updated document will be proposed for membership adoption.

Currently envisaged SWG work planning and timeline:
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In the hypothesis that the SWG is formally started on 02/12/2009, this is the foreseen planning:

· SWG Kick-off: 02/12/2009

· Review of the document and preparation of updated version V0.9.5 (draft for SWG internal review delivered 2 weeks before): 19/02/2010

· SWG voting for submission to 30 days public comment period: by 26/02/2010

· Public Comments Period: from 01/03/2010 to 30/03/2010

· Processing of the gathered comments and preparation of updated version V0.9.6 (draft for SWG internal review delivered 2 weeks before): 23/07/2010

· Voting for formal submission to OGC TC: by 30/07/2010

· In case of successful voting, the final spec will be sent to OGC TC by 02/08/2010

3.1 What is out of scope?

The only change requests and comments on the candidate standard that will be considered are:

· Those submitted by the SWG members

· Those submitted by OGC members until the 30 days public comment period

Moreover these issues and comments shall be notified through the Issue Tracking system already available on the OGC portal under the “Ordering Service for Earth Observation Products SWG” project:

http://portal.opengeospatial.org/?m=projects&a=view&project_id=325&tab=5

3.2 Specific Contribution of Existing Work as a Starting Point

The candidate standard originates from the previous OGC “Best Practices” document:

OGC 05-057r4 Best Practices for Earth Observation Product

That document contains an early version of Ordering Services for Earth Observation products.

3.3 How it is to be Determined when the Work of the SWG has been Completed?

The Ordering Services for Earth Observation Products SWG will dissolve after the following three milestones have been achieved:

· The SWG has completed evaluation and incorporation into the candidate standard of all comments received during the public comment period.

· Approval by the SWG membership of a recommendation to submit the document to the TC for consideration as an OGC Adopted Standard.

· The candidate standard has been approved by the OGC Technical and Planning Committees as an Adopted OGC standard.

4. Description of deliverables

The following is the list of deliverables of this SWG:

· Ordering Service For Earth Observation Products V0.9.5, taking into account the first set of comments raised by the SWG itself and ready for being submitted to the 30 days public comment period: 19/02/2010

· Ordering Service For Earth Observation Products V0.9.6, taking into account the comments raised during the public comment period: 23/07/2010

· Final document to be submitted to OGC as V1.0

The Ordering Service For Earth Observation Products includes:

· The document itself, in Microsoft Word 2003 and PDF formats;

· A zip file regrouping all XML schema files corresponding to the interface specified in the document;

· The Abstract Test Suite - ATS, as annex to the document;

· The executable test scripts – ETS, as a zip file including the tests scripts and test messages for implementing the ATS

5. IPR Policy for this SWG

RAND-Royalty Free 

6. Anticipated Participants

The expected audience and participants to this SWG are:

· Developers of HMA Implementations

· ESA and other space agencies involved in the HMA implementations

· Users of HMA Interfaces

7. Other informative information about the work of this SWG


a. Similar or applicable standards work (OGC and elsewhere). 

The Ordering Service for Earth Observation Products is linked to the following OGC specifications:

· GML

· SPS 

· SWE

· OGC 06-131


b. Details of the first meeting
The first meeting of the SWG will be held by telephone conference call  at 15:00 UTC on 12/11/2009. Call-in information will be provided to the SWG's e-mail list and on the portal calendar in advance of the meeting.

c. Projected on-going meeting schedule
The work of the SWG will be carried out primarily by email and conference calls, possibly every two weeks, with face-to-face meetings only at the European OGC TC meetings.


d. Supporters of the Proposal
The following people support this proposal and are committed to the Charter and projected meeting schedule. These members are known as SWG Founding or Charter members. Once the SWG is officially activated, this group is immediately “opted-into” the SWG and have voting rights from the first day the SWG is officially formed. Extend the table as necessary.
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e. Convener(s)
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Acknowledgements. Thanks to OASIS for providing a template as the basis for defining the OGC SWG template.

Open Geospatial Consortium, Inc.

SWG Charter

Page 1

