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Edit sub clause 8.3 as follows:
8.3
DescribeSensor (mandatory)

8.3.1
Introduction

One method of obtaining metadata that describes the characteristics of an observation procedure (sensor or sensor constellation) is to retrieve it from a catalog.  However, a catalog may only contain high-level information about the observable properties, locations, contact information, etc.  Due to the possibly voluminous amounts of sensor related metadata, the “describe” operations support retrieval of the highest level of detail about the platforms and sensors associated with an SOS.  

DescribeSensor is designed to request detailed sensor metadata.  Likewise, the response to a GetCapabilities request could provide a list of sensors associated with an SOS.  Sensors are devices for the measurement of physical quantities.  Both Sensor Model Language (SensorML) and Transducer Markup Language (TML) provide a detailed definition of a sensor for In-situ and Remote Sensors specification.  

For the purpose of this discussion, there are two main kinds of sensor, in-situ and remote-dynamic.  The DescribeSensor operation is useful for obtaining detailed information of sensor characteristics encoded in either SensorML or TML.  The sensor characteristics can include lists and definitions of observables supported by the sensor. The SensorML and TML specifications detail the response model for the DescribeSensor operation.

8.3.2
Request

Figure 8‑3 describes the syntax of the SOS DescribeSensor operation.
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Figure 8‑3 DescribeSensor Request

Figure 1. Table 3 Attributes of DescribeSensor Request
	Name a
	Definition
	Data type and values
	Multiplicity and use

	outputFormat
	The outputFormat attribute specifies the desired output format of the DescribeSensor operation.  This can be a MimeType or QName for example. This is text/xml;subtype=”sensorML/1.0.0” for SensorML or text/xml;subtype=”TML/1.0” for TML.
	ows:MimeType
	Required

	procedure
	The procedure parameter specifies the sensor for which the description is to be returned.  This value must match the value advertised in the xlink:href attribute of a procedure element advertised in the SOS GetCapabilities response.
	anyURI
	One (mandatory)

	Time
	The Time parameter can be used to specify a period or position in time for which the sensor description(s) shall be requested.
	ogc:temporalOps
	One (optional)

	service
	Service type identifier
	SOS
	One (mandatory)

	version
	Specification version for operation
	Supported version of SOS.
	One (mandatory)

	a
The name capitalization rules being used here are specified in Subclause 11.6.2 of [OGC 06-121r3].


8.3.3
Response

A list of SensorML or TML documents describing the sensor system in its different states for the requested time frame.
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