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	Reason for change:
(
	It is important that one can describe a sensor component type and allow another SensorML document to specify that it is of that type, thereby inheriting all properties of that document while adding additional properties. This will for instance allow one to create a SensorML instance describing a particular model of a sensor, and allow another SensorML instance to specify that is of that sensor type, and thus inherit all properties of that sensor model. Additional properties such as serial number, location, or owner can then be added without having to duplicate all information in the sensor model type. 

	
	

	Summary of change:
(
	Add a property element named “typeOf” which can take any SensorML ProcessType or a reference (through xlink:href) to a ProcessType. It is anticipated that SensorML instances will typically use a reference to the type description resulting in reuse of descriptions and more compact XML. The typeOf property should be interpreted to mean that all properties of the typeOf Object also apply to the current instance.

	
	

	Consequences if 
(
not approved:
	The current version of SensorML somewhat supports inheritance by wrapping components up in a system. This is not only philosophically incorrect, but clumsy and excessively verbose.
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	Other comments:
(
	This is a minor change which does not affect backwards compatibility, while providing significant benefits. It is suggested that it be released quickly as a slight version change to 1.0.1 (e.g. 1.0.2)
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