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	Reason for change:
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	In a GetRecords request, if the requested sort property is not in all matching records, the required ordering of results is ambiguous.

	
	

	Summary of change:
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	Individual matching records which contain the sort property should be returned in the requested order and before any matching records for which the sort property is not present.
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not approved:
	Indeterminate response to a SortBy request – returned records may not be in the order expected by the client.
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	Other comments:
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	The OWS-5 CITE CSW test csw-2.0.2-GetRecords-4.2 illustrates the issue.  A GetRecords Query request specifies element names dc:identifier, dc:type and dc:date to be returned, with a sort requested on the property dc:date.  The query is unconstrained, so all records in the collection should be returned.  However, since not all records are required to contain the sort property dc:date, the position of those records in the returned result set is not defined by the CSW specification.  This change request clarifies the expected results by proposing a default ordering.
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