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F  (Critical correction)
A  (corresponds to a correction in an earlier release)
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	Reason for change:
(

	The WCS 1.1 specification is too long for easy understanding and easy editing, and some proposed changes will make it even longer. The ease of understanding and editing can be improved by dividing it into multiple parts. 

	
	

	Summary of change:
(

	Divide the WCS 1.2 specification into a "base" specification plus several "extension" profiles in separate Implementation documents

	
	

	Consequences if 
(

not approved:
	Continued difficulty in understanding and correctly implementing WCS due to length and complexity of specification
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	Affected:
	
	 Abstract specifications
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	Other comments:
(

	This change request is to the approved WCS version 1.1.1 [OGC 07-067r2]. 

	Status                         (

	

	Disposition                (

	


Divide the WCS 1.2 specification into four or more parts, as currently drafted in attachments to the Twicki page at http://portal.opengeospatial.org/wiki/twiki/bin/view/WCSrwg/WCS12SpecificationDrafts 
Add the following new paragraphs at the end of Clause 1 of the Web Coverage Service (WCS) specification:

To ease understanding of the complex WCS interface, this specification version divides the complete WCS specification into a number of parts, as follows:

a) Base – This Base part of the WCS specification is the central part, and specifies the overall WCS interface structure including many details of the required-implementation GetCoverage, DescribeCoverage, and GetCapabilities operations.

b) Grid Coverages Common – The Base part builds on the Grid Coverages Common part, which is shared by multiple OGC web services, and specifies data structures for encoding grid coordinate reference systems (GridCRSs), interpolation methods, and related information.

c) Transaction Operation Profile – The Base part can be extended by the Transaction Operation Profile, which specifies an additional optional-implementation Transaction operation that allows clients to add, modify, and delete grid coverages that are available from a WCS server.

d) Complex Range Profile – The Base part can be extended by the Complex Range Profile, which specifies data structures for more complex coverage range descriptions and range subset definitions.

e) Asynchronous GetCoverage Profile – The Base part can be extended by the Asynchronous GetCoverage Profile, which specifies extensions to the GetCoverage operation request and response to support asynchronous execution of this operation.

NOTE 
Additional WCS extension profiles are possible, but have not yet been defined.

f) OGC Web Services Common – Most WCS parts build on the OGC Web Services Common specification, which is shared by many services, and specifies data structures for the GetCapabilities operation, Exception reports, and parts of most operations.

g) Geography Markup Language – Many WCS parts use small parts of the Geography Markup Language, which is used by many services, and specifies the encoding of coordinate reference systems (CRSs), coordinate operations, and many other geospatial data components.
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