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10.00-10.20
			
Welcome and Instructions
Facilitator and moderator
Mike Jackson
Mike Jackson was appointed to the Chair of Geospatial Science at the University of
Nottingham in April 2005 where he has established the Centre of the same name. He
was previously Director of the Space Division at QinetiQ. Mike was Head of Location Platform at Hutchison 3G (“3”)
between 2000 and 2002 with design responsibility for the 3-G location-based services for Hutchison Wampoa’s global
telecommunications companies. Earlier he was CEO of geospatial software developer Laser-Scan Holdings plc. and he
held research/management posts at the Natural Environment Research Council (during which time he was a Principal Investigator for NASA) , the Atomic Energy Research Establishment at Harwell and the Department of Environment. Mike
has a 1st in Geography and a PhD (Civil Engineering) both from Manchester University and an honorary doctorate from
Kingston University. He is a non-executive director of the Open Geospatial Consortium Inc (OGC), of OGC Europe.

Notes:
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Biography

10.00 -10.25

Dr. Carl Reed
Dr. Carl Reed is currently the Chief Technology Officer and an
Executive Director of the Open Geospatial Consortium, Inc. (OGCThe
OGC provides a consensus forum to solve interoperability and standards
related problems for the both geospatial community as well as users of
geospatial content and technology in the broader Information and
Communications Technology sector. Within this context, Dr. Reed also
participates in and collaborates with other standards organizations,
including OASIS and the IETF. In a more recent collaboration, Dr. Reed was
one of the originators of the new GeoRSS specification.
Prior to the OGC, Reed was the vice president of geospatial marketing at Intergraph. This was after a long
tenure at GIS software company Genasys II, where he served as chief technology officer for Genasys II
worldwide. From 1989 to 1996, Dr. Reed was president of the Genasys Americas operation. Before his tenure
at Genasys, Dr. Reed worked at Autometric for six years as GIS division manager, developing a variety of
systems for the civilian and military branches of the U.S. federal government. Dr. Reed has designed and
implemented two major GIS packages, MOSS and GenaMap. Dr. Reed received his PhD in Geography,
specializing in GIS technology, from the State University of New York at Buffalo in 1980.

An OGC update: current focus and future trends
“This presentation will be to provide an update on the current work of the OGC, including key
collaborations with other standards organizations. This will be followed by a discussion about future standards
work of the OGC and how market forces are impacting the focus of our standards work. The presentation
will also include a description of the results of OGC Web Services 4.0 (just completed). Finally, a number of
operational examples of the use of OGC standards will be provided.”

Notes:
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10.30-10.55

			
Biography

Thorben Hansen
Thorben Hansen has worked for more than 20 years with geospatially enabled
solutions. His experience encompasses land information and infrastructure
projects from requirement studies to establishment of specifications and system
development and deployment. With this background, Thorben has spent the
last five years heading up the Customer Relations Department of the Danish
National Survey and Cadastre. During this time, he has worked to change the
organisation’s focus to the provision of a national spatial data infrastructure.

Standards and collaboration - key elements in a national spatial data
infrastructure
Geospatial information plays an increasingly important role in eGovernment and must be available for easy integration into
mainstream IT solutions. Service Oriented Architecture (SOA), open standards and interoperability are critical for the
development of a Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) as a shared resource, where system integrators can embed spatial data and
functionality into solutions without the technical, financial and knowledge barriers inherited in traditional, proprietary GIS
environments. This presentation will cover the overall approach taken by the Danish National Survey and Cadastre, including
technological issues as well as business and partnership models.

Notes:
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11.00 - 11.25

Michael Gould
PhD in Geographic Information Systems from National Center for
Geographic Information and Analysis, State University of New York at
Buffalo. Working in Spain since 1991 as consultant, and since 1997 also
professor of Information Systems at University Jaume I, Castellón, where
he is principal investigator on several EU funded projects in the area of
Spatial Data Infrastructures (SDI). Chair of the Association of Geographic
Information Laboratories in Europe (AGILE); co-founder of the Vespucci Initiative and related summer
schools in Tuscany; representative for Spain on INSPIRE metadata implementation rules drafting team.
Consultant for OGC on several projects in Europe, collaborator on the nascent UN SDI, and
consultant for standards and international dissemination on the gvSIG free software project funded by
the Valencia Community.

The role of international standards in a free software
development network: Case of gvSIG
Free software development projects often follow an open-source methodology in the sense of sharing
and building upon prior innovation rather than patenting and protecting it. This methodology, while
not the cure for all ills, can have notable effects on the local economy of core developers, especially in
areas where otherwise software is normally purchased (from multinationals somewhere else) but not
developed. The gvSIG project, funded by a Valencia regional government ministry, has served to rally
local informatics professionals around an eminently open project that allows them to contribute from
the ground up, as opposed to participation as passive users: button pushers and scripters. International
standards have become the fundamental glue holding together this free software development effort:
multiple contributions (code) are accepted providing that interface specifications are obeyed. Without
these standards multi-participant developments tend to go astray and in this case project managers
are able to allow innovation within each software extension, so long as the interface connections are
respected.

Notes:
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11.30 - 12.00

Biography
Tim Duffy

Tim Duffy is a senior GIS analyst with the British Geological Survey,
Edinburgh, and has worked for NERC/BGS for more than twenty years
applying IT solutions to environmental information problems. He has
specialised in GIS for more than 15 years and more recently has project led
initiatives in applying XML to BGS business needs. He is a founding member
of the IUGS CGI Interoperability Working Group GeoSciML collaboration
and is chair/project manager for the GeoSciML international
Implementation test bed task group. He is project leader for the BGS OGC
Interoperability project. (Email:trd@bgs.ac.uk).

The benefits of developing GeoSciML to the
global geoscience community
The background to the international development of GeoSciML (GeoScience Markup Language) through
the IUGS Commission for the Management and application of Geoscience Information (www.cgi-iugs.org) is
outlined. Details and snapshot examples of the recently completed GeoSciML WWW hosted tested bed 2 are
given with the use cases benefiting international Geoscience demonstrated. Future work for the International
Year of Planet Earth (2008) is outlined. All GeoSciML development work can be viewed at https://www.seegrid.
csiro.au/twiki/bin/view/CGIModel/GeoSciML

Notes:
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13.00 - 13.25

Andy Coote
Andy Coote is Consultancy Services Director for ESRI (UK), where he heads
a group of over 100 GIS consultants, solutions architects, software
developers and project managers. He has been with the organisation for
12 years, during which time the services turnover has grown from £500k to
over £10m in 2005. Before joining ESRI (UK) he was spatial database
systems manager at Ordnance Survey and has also worked in Seychelles,
Saudi Arabia and Kenya. Andy has a B.Sc in Land Surveying and Geography,
M.Sc in Computer Science and a certificate in Directorship. He is currently
member of the management group of the AGI Suppliers’ SIG and former
chair of the RICS skills and techniques committee.

Making the Business Case for Geospatial Inter-operability
It is no longer possible to justify the implementation of geospatial technology on the basis that “it’s cool”.
The chief executive will only listen to an attractive business case based on sound, quantifiable benefits to
the organisation over an increasingly short payback period. In his presentation Andy will cover the
following:
 What is a business case and why it is important?;


Speaking the language of the CEO;



Applying business case principles to geo-spatial interoperability;



The key components of the business case;

Notes:
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13.30 - 13.55

Biography
Martin Daly

Martin Daly is the Technical Director of Cadcorp, with overall
responsibility for development of the Cadcorp SIS - Spatial Information
System(tm) GIS product range.
He is a regular attendee of OGC Technical Committee meetings, and
has ensured that the Cadcorp product range is a world leader in OGC
implementations and compliance. In 2004, he was awarded the prestigious
Kenneth D. Gardels Award “in recognition of his many contributions to
the development of OGC Specifications and to the advancement of the
vision of interoperable geoprocessing”.
In 2006, Martin was elected by his fellow OGC members onto the twelve-strong OGC Architecture Board.

OGC - The Missing Link
For the past 13 years, the members of the Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) have worked hard to define
“GIS” concepts as “Abstract Specifications”; to turn these Abstract Specifications into concrete
“Implementation Specifications”; to develop these Implementation Specifications as both commercial,
off-the-shelf (COTS) products and Free/Open Source software (FOSS); and to promote the organisation, the
specifications, and the philosophy of geo-spatial interoperability.
This presentation will look at a selection of the few - the very few - deployed instances of OGC Web Services in
the UK; will consider why the numbers of deployments are small; and will argue that technology is no longer the
barrier to adoption.

Notes:
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14.00 - 14.25

Ed Parsons
Ed Parsons is a world-renowned geospatial technologist and founder of
Open Geomatics, a consultancy dedicated to the support of open source
geospatial solutions.
Parsons was the first Chief Technology Officer in the 200-year-old
history of Ordnance Survey, and was instrumental in moving the focus
of the organisation from mapping to Geographical Information. Parsons
developed technology strategy, identified strategic technology partners and
market opportunities, and lead the Information Systems Group. He was in
addition responsible for the Ordnance Survey Research Labs, leading an
overall team of more than 200 people.
Parsons came to the Ordnance Survey from Autodesk, where he was EMEA Applications Manager for the
Geographical Information Systems (GIS) Division. During his tenure, he helped Autodesk to become one of the key
providers of GIS software. Earlier in his career he was a part-time geospatial technology consultant and full-time
Senior Lecturer at Kingston University, where he helped establish Europe’s first undergraduate course in GIS. Parsons
earned a Master degree in Applied Remote Sensing from Cranfield Institute of Technology and is a fellow of the Royal
Geographical Society, London. He is the author of numerous articles, professional papers and presentations to
InternationalConferences, and has developed one of most popular Weblogs in the Geospatial Industry,
www.edparsons.com

Business issues for GI data/systems from a large GI data supplier
Beyond the emotional response and in some case almost religious belief is there really an actual business case for
choosing Open Standards to develop enterprise geospatial systems and business solutions.
Is there an economic benefit for selecting open standards over proprietary solutions, is it actually possible from a
practical point of view to implement standards based solutions, and for that matter how can you tell if you solution is
standards based.
This presentation will provide experiences of the benefits and pitfalls of Geospatial Open Standards in the “Real
World”

Notes:
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14.30 - 14.55

Biography
Eamon Walsh

Eamon Walsh (ewalsh@espatial.com) is Chief Technology Officer of eSpatial
Solutions, a company providing technology for enterprise-class multi-user
geospatial applications. Eamon sets the technology direction for the company,
manages product development, and works on solution architectures with
clients. Eamon has over 20 years experience in the IT industry, much outside
the GIS area, in distributed systems and Service Oriented Architectures with
such companies as IONA Technologies (Managing Director IONA
Technologies Asia Pacific) and ICL (Member of architecture board). Eamon
has a B.Eng degree in Electronic Engineering from the National University of
Ireland.

Open GIS standards and new
‘ad-hoc’ ones such as Google Maps - which to use?
Organizations that are not GIS specialists, such as Google, Yahoo, and Microsoft provide public web
mapping sites. The adoption of web 2.0 technologies by these, starting with Google, has lead to an enormous upsurge of
interest, and these organizations now offer increasingly popular web mapping services. This presentation looks at these
services, and the following questions:
l How do these services relate to the Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) defined services?
l Are they alternatives or complimentary?
l When should one use which services?
We also look at how these capabilities are now moving from “mash-ups” to Government and commercial
systems, with examples.
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