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Executive Summary

Write a short executive summary of the meeting.  A sample is included below that might be sufficient for your purposes.
OGC’s 132nd Member Meeting was held Mérida, Mexico from 9 – 12 June 2025. The meeting was sponsored by CentroGeo and Instituto Nacional de Estadística Geografia (INEGI). Over 100 people attended the OGC Member Meeting in person, with another 100+ virtual. Attendees included key standards leaders and regional experts from industry, academia, and government.
Opening Plenary
The Opening Plenary featured welcome messages from Pablo Lopez Ramirez of CentroGeo and Luis Gerardo Esparza Ríos of INEGI. Scott Simmons then provided an overview to the meeting week and given the large number of new attendees (itself a very good aspect of this meeting), also discussed the meeting operation and decisions that get made as the week progresses.

The Opening Plenary transitioned to Cassie Lee, Chief Innovation Officer of OGC to open the Innovation Summit, described later.
Meeting Organization

OGC Member Meetings have been traditionally structured so that Working Groups can meet at a time that best fits their schedule. However, this pattern results in lack of continuity between sessions in many cases. As an attempt to better integrate discussions across Working Groups, this Member Meeting organized all Domain Working Groups (DWGs) to select one of six themes around which to build their meeting content.

1. Connecting Land and Sea: land and ocean mapping/charting, data collection over the land-sea interface, multimodal commerce
2. Foundational Practices: architectures, data management, portrayal
3. Novel uses for Geospatial: other disciplines using geospatial technology for support, e.g., archeology, geology, healthcare, etc.
4. Integrity, Provenance, and Trust: understanding the sources, quality, processing, and fitness for purpose of data
5. Climate Resilience and Disaster Preparedness: climate science and impact, pre-, in-, and post-disaster work
6. 3D, Digital Twins and the Metaverse: 3D technologies and use of 3D data in various contexts, including urban digital twins
OGC will continue this model of use of themes for the next Member Meeting and then assess how well the organization is working.
Closing Plenary
The Closing Plenary was preceded by an hour “Important Things” discussion to bring the whole of membership in attendance, in person and online, to discuss a key topic of interest. In this case, the session focused on JSON encoding of Coordinate Reference Systems and what approach to finalizing such encoding in a Standard should be prioritized. The Closing Plenary then introduced new Standards and activities to be considered for vote in the coming weeks: the Web Coverage Interpolation Extension Standard, Bathymetric Attributed Grid Community Standard, Features and Geometries JSON (JSON-FG) Standard, Geospatial User Feedback 2.0, the Geospatial Observation Needs and Requirements (GONAR) Standards Working Group (SWG), Spatio-Temporal Asset Catalog Community Standard, and openEO Community Standard. 
Cassie Lee provided a summary and list of actions arising from the Innovation Summit held over the previous three days and Stefaan Verhulst of the Gove Lab gave a progress report on the OGC governance review project.

The remainder of the session was dedicated to detailing Standardization activities in OGC. Slides and content from a large number of Working Group sessions were included. The presentation is available here (membership account required): https://portal.ogc.org/files/?artifact_id=111452 
Special Sessions

Special sessions at this Member Meeting included a meeting of the Innovation Summit, a roundtable discussion on building blocks and OGC registers, the Iberia and Latin America Forum, and three training sessions.
The most important information from this meeting for our organization is….
Innovation Summit
Edit or expand the text below as you see fit.

The Innovation Summit stretched over three days of the meeting. Each day began with a half hour plenary than then was followed by focused presentations and panels.

Day 1 was themed “Under the Sea” and kicked off with a Panel on the “White Ribbon Problem” dealing with the land-sea interface and featuring Allan Jamieson, Data Standards Lead, Ordnance Survey​; Kyle Goodrich, President, T Carta Marine​; and Ryan Ahola, Geospatial Expert, Canada Centre for Mapping and Earth Observation, Natural Resources Canada (NRCan). This panel was followed with a fireside chat about “Rapid Environmental Assessment in Uncrewed Maritime Systems” with Teodor Hanchevici, Principal Engineer at Kongsberg Geospatial and Commander Nádia Rijo, NATO Maritime GEOMETOC Centre of Excellence.

Day 1 continued with the following topics:

· Underwater Remote Sensing – North.io;

· Predictive Capability for Maritime Domain Awareness – Unseenlabs US;

· Interoperability Framework for Emergency Management – NRCan; and

· A workshop on “What’s missing under the sea?”
Day 2 was themed “The Vantage of Air and Space” and opened with a keynote by Dr Rodolfo Orozco Gálvez, Deputy Director General of Natural Resources and Environment, INEGI.

Day 2 continued with the following topics:

· Geospatial Web Services for Cloud-Native Systems​ – Oracle;

· The Use of Digital Twins in Agricultural Decision Making – George Mason University;

· Remote Sensing & Human Geography; CentroGeo;

· An Airborne Mapping x Spaceborne Intelligence for Land & Sea panel with NV5, Woolpert, Unseenlabs US, and T Carta Marine; and
· A workshop on “What’s missing from air and space?”

Day 3 was themed “Solving for Access and Action from Sea to Space” and opened with a panel moderated by Dr. Valrie Grant, Strategic Advisor, Geospatial OECS Commission and including Wayneworth Hamilton - Senior Director, Surveys and Mapping, National Land Agency, Jamaica; Andrew Nurse - Chief Surveyor for Antigua and Barbuda; and Ricardo Rock, Surveyor, Anguilla.

Day 3 continued with the following topics, moderated by Stan Tillman of Hexagon:

· Jamaica: Geospatial Ambitions & Realities;
· Marine Ecosystem Restoration - Lessons learned and opportunities from the Italian Institute for Environmental Protection and Research (ISPRA);
· Connected Systems 1;

· Connected Systems 2; and

· Reimagining a Global Market for High-Resolution 3D Elevation Data.
The Innovation Summit wrapped up with a short workshop of all attendees to develop actions in the theme of “What’s Next? The Need for Standards, Infrastructure, and Interoperability in Sea to Space Problem Solving & Opening Markets​.”
Session presentations and a recording are available to OGC Members on the OGC Portal (account required) here: https://portal.ogc.org/index.php?m=projects&a=view&project_id=82&tab=2&artifact_id=111191 
Other Meeting Special Sessions

Edit or expand the text below as you see fit.
A special session was held to discuss Building Blocks and OGC Registers (OGC RAINBOW). While OGC has long offered registers for CRS definitions, codelists, and concept definitions, the holistic management of registered content under a single interface with modern linked data capabilities is just now emerging in OGC RAINBOW. Much of the session focused on the capabilities and vision for RAINBOW, but there was also an open discussion on how registration of Standard building block information might assist users and implemented of OGC Standards. The topic will remain open for several more Member Meetings. The session recording is available to OGC Members on the OGC Portal (account required) here: https://portal.ogc.org/index.php?m=projects&a=view&project_id=82&tab=2&artifact_id=111438 
OGC members take advantage of the shifting location of each OGC Member Meeting to hold focused events with the regional community. The OGC Iberia and Latin America Forum held a Spanish-language session in Mérida to discuss local and regional activities and the impact of OGC Standards and Research on requirements arising from those activities.. Session presentations and a recording are available to OGC Members on the OGC Portal (account required) here: https://portal.ogc.org/index.php?m=projects&a=view&project_id=82&tab=2&artifact_id=111234 
The OGC Member Meetings occasionally include short training sessions to educate members on a variety of topics. At this Member Meeting, training sessions were offered each main day of session programming. The training topics were as follows

· Monday – Introduction to OGC Agora and Abacus – an overview of the new collaboration platform soon to be formally introduced for OGC membership;

· Tuesday - Why can't my data be used? Practical keys for geospatial interoperability – an explanation of geospatial interoperability in the context of the European Interoperability Framework (EIF); and
· Wednesday – Introducing OGC API Standards.

Recordings of each session are available to OGC Members on the OGC Portal (account required) here: recording are available to OGC Members on the OGC Portal (account required) here: https://portal.ogc.org/index.php?m=projects&a=view&project_id=82&tab=2&artifact_id=111263 
Key Contacts
Identify (name and affiliation) key people with whom you had important conversations, newly met, or from whom you heard interesting presentations.  If there are opportunities for further collaboration or business, describe those opportunities.
Emerging Technologies

The OGC is becoming more proactive in assessing emerging technologies as they apply to the geospatial community. Some technologies will directly impact geospatial standards and interoperability, others lead to new operational environments that will drive requirements and use cases.  This section summarizes the discussions held in the Today’s Innovation / Tomorrow’s Tech and Future Directions session.
Future Directions
The Future Directions session runs unopposed on the schedule so that all meeting participants can attend. At this Member Meeting, the session focused on API Marketplaces, per the Abstract below.
“The adoption of APIs has continued to grow across several sectors. “API calls make up a massive 71% of all web traffic” [1]. To support this growth, many organizations have opted to advertise their APIs in what have become known as API marketplaces. An “API marketplace is where you collect, package, and expose the API products you want others to discover and use.” [2]. Indeed, in 2024 the Gartner Hype Cyle for APIs noted API marketplaces as having reached the so-called Plateau of Productivity [3]. This is the stage in the hype cycle where mainstream adoption is observed to begin to take off. As many of the marketplaces support the OpenAPI specification, this creates an opportunity for implementations of OGC API Standards too. The Future Directions session will focus on API Marketplaces, and how they could support geospatial applications. Potential speakers are invited to propose presentations that discuss case studies (current or predicted) on use of such marketplaces for publishing or accessing commercial or free APIs.”

References

1. imperva: The State of API Security in 2024, https://www.imperva.com/resources/resource-library/reports/the-state-of-api-security-in-2024/
2. axway: What is an API marketplace, and do I need one?. https://blog.axway.com/learning-center/apis/enterprise-api-strategy/do-you-need-an-api-marketplace
3. Gartner: Hype Cycle for APIs, 2024, https://www.gartner.com/en/documents/5551595
Two speakers provided foundational ideas for discussion:
· Carsten Rönsdorf and Alex Frazer, Ordnance Survey - API Delivery in OS DataHub; and
· Michael Gordon - From API Marketplaces to Hyperscaled Data Ecosystems.
The speakers then formed a panel to synthesize the material they presented and address audience questions.

The presentations and recording can be found here (OGC Portal account required): https://portal.ogc.org/index.php?m=projects&a=view&project_id=82&tab=2&artifact_id=111130   
Market Drivers

All members need to be responsive to the market segments in which they operate, even if there is no commercial consideration.  Below is some suggested guidance for describing how OGC work is impacting or being impacted by the market, organized for three different perspectives.
Commercial: whether a software company or a service provider, your business must rely on one or more OGC Standards for some part of its success (otherwise, why be a member?).  Describe new domain discussions and Standards activities.  For instance, the OGC TC has been converging various web service standards around an OpenAPI-based core. This work will have major impact on implementation of future standards as the principles from the effort are being considered for a common framework for all OGC web service standards.
Academic/Research: most Member Meetings are characterized by 50% or more of presentations being made from the academic and research community.  What other research is being described that impacts your own?   Describe areas of potential collaboration as well as gaps that you see in current OGC efforts where there are opportunities to research or propose for funding.  Also step back from the details and look at some of the emerging trends; for instance, the Temporal DWG is adding the time dimension to consideration in many Standards and is standing up a new SWG.  X,Y,Z is getting more interesting.

Government/public service: end users need honest brokerage of services. Which solutions offer true OGC standard compliance and what other capabilities may be emerging in the marketplace which are not yet well-known to procuring agencies? OGC is currently assessing how more demonstration sessions and informative events may be integrated into meetings to highlight emerging capabilities and proven technologies.
Activities to Watch

The OGC is always introducing new work, domains of expertise, and partners to the larger membership.  Below are two activities that might be worth watching by your organization.  Add others relevant to your work.
Integrity, Provenance, and Trust (IPT): As Scott Simmons noted in the March 2025 Opening Plenary, 2025 is OGC’s “Year of IPT.” IPT topics contributed in the June meeting. Qualifying the trustworthiness of data is more critical than ever as organizations increasingly rely upon data they do not create themselves, instead relying upon open and commercial sources to augment or even replace their own content. Further, use of AI in processing of data and developing insights must be reliable and free of hallucinations or completely incorrect results. The integrity and provenance of data, described through metadata, conveyed via immutable records, and defined using repeatable and Standardized means is essential for providing a trust framework. A vision for where OGC will be working this year is presented in this blog post: https://www.ogc.org/blog-article/navigating-synthetic-imagery-trust-geospatial-data/ 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Metadata: OGC published its first set of Standards dedicated to AI as the Training Data Markup Language for AI (https://www.ogc.org/standards/trainingdml-ai/). This Standard defines metadata to describe the nature and suitability of training data for AI application. New efforts emerging in OGC will further define metadata for AI models and assist with AI orchestration and use of agents As these initiatives mature, OGC members are encouraged to get involved and offer the breadth of their own experience in this fast-moving industry segment.
Sessions Attended
All OGC Member Meeting sessions include online connectivity. The session recordings are uploaded to the portal after the Meeting and can be downloaded by OGC Members..
