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Executive Summary

Write a short executive summary of the meeting.  A sample is included below that might be sufficient for your purposes.
OGC’s 128th Member Meeting was held in Delft, Netherlands from 25 – 28 March 2024. The meeting was hosted by TU Delft and sponsored by Geonovum, GeoCat, and digiGO. Over 300 people attended the OGC Member Meeting in person (a record for OGC), with another 100+ virtual. The overarching theme for the meeting was GeoBIM for the Built Environment. Attendees included key standards leaders and regional experts from industry, academia, and government.
Opening Session

The Opening Session featured a welcome from Friso Penninga, CEO of Geonovum, outlining not only the work of Geonovum, but also the culture of Delft. Prof. Jantien Stoter of 3Dgeoinfo, TU Delft highlighted activities at TU Delft in the meeting theme area and previewed the GeoBIM Summit, which was held on Wednesday. Pieter van Teeffelen of digiGO presented a Dutch platform for digital collaboration in the built environment. Jeroen Ticheler of GeoCat explained challenges in social welfare and the work of the GeoNetwork to address these challenges.
Participants were also treated to a chocolate contest to settle a long-running dispute in OGC: who has the better chocolate, Switzerland or Belgium? Belgium was voted the winner by OGC members. This contest was followed by a demonstration of the Netherlands Publieke Dienstverlening Op de Kaart (PDOK) geodata platform, which integrates a number of published and draft OGC API Standards.

Special tribute was paid to two instrumental figures in OGC’s history who passed away in November 2023: Jeff de la Beaujardiere (OGC Gardels and Lifetime Achievement Awards recipient) and Jeff Burnett (former OGC Chief Financial Officer).
Closing Plenary

The Closing Plenary normally includes two sessions: an open discussion of Important Things suggested by members and motions, votes, and presentations from members to advance the work of the Consortium. Due to calendar limitations with a Friday holiday, the Important Things discussion was not held.
The Closing Plenary started with a rapid, 7-minute summary of the entire meeting week by Scott Simmons. Slides and content from a large number of Working Group sessions were included. The presentation is available here: https://portal.ogc.org/files/?artifact_id=107799
The Closing Plenary included a record number of motions for votes on new Standards, highlighting the very productive activities of OGC members in recent months.
Special Sessions

Special sessions at this Member Meeting included a Land Administration Special Session, Geospatial Reporting Indicators ad hoc, Data Requirements ad hoc, OGC Europe Forum, Observational Data Special Session, Built Environment: the Future of LandInfra, Built Environment: What Urban Digital Twins Mean to OGC, GeoBIM Summit, and Quantum Computing ad hoc.

The most important information from this meeting for our organization is….
Meeting Special Sessions
Edit or expand the text below as you see fit.

The Land Administration Special Session was dedicated to updating OGC membership on the progress of Land Administration activities amongst members and in ISO/TC 211, where the Land Administration Domain Model (LADM) is managed. A new Standards Working Group (SWG) is being considered to create Part 6 of LADM: the encoding of Parts 1-5 in one or more formats. Session presentations and a recording are available to OGC Members on the OGC Portal (account required) here: https://portal.ogc.org/index.php?m=projects&a=view&project_id=82&tab=2&artifact_id=107281 and https://portal.ogc.org/index.php?m=projects&a=view&project_id=82&tab=2&artifact_id=107282
Geospatial Reporting Indicators have been discussed in the Climate Resilience Domain Working Group (DWG) in the context of Land Degradation. Means to exchange indicator information reporting the degree of land degradation (or influencing factors) is not standardized in the community. OGC members are proposing a new SWG to develop such standardized reporting indicators, possibly as extended functionality of work in Analysis Ready Data (ARD). Session presentations and a recording are available to OGC Members on the OGC Portal (account required) here: https://portal.ogc.org/index.php?m=projects&a=view&project_id=82&tab=2&artifact_id=107545 
An ad hoc session on Geospatial Data Requirements was held to assess chartering of a new SWG. The purpose of this proposed SWG is to develop a Standard for describing what geospatial data a project or task needs to collect, store, analyze, and present to achieve the project objectives. Session presentations and a recording are available to OGC Members on the OGC Portal (account required) here: https://portal.ogc.org/index.php?m=projects&a=view&project_id=82&tab=2&artifact_id=107409   
The OGC Europe Forum met with presentations focused on Data Spaces: understanding the European Commission principles of data spaces and how OGC members can engage in the topic. Session presentations and a recording are available to OGC Members on the OGC Portal (account required) here: https://portal.ogc.org/index.php?m=projects&a=view&project_id=82&tab=2&artifact_id=107286 
The Observational Data Special Session was organized to identify the various OGC Working Groups building Standards or assessing collection/use of observational data and clarify commonalities to consider in future development of these Standards. Session presentations and a recording are available to OGC Members on the OGC Portal (account required) here: https://portal.ogc.org/index.php?m=projects&a=view&project_id=82&tab=2&artifact_id=107385 
Two sessions were held to discuss next steps for standardization priorities for OGC activities in the Built Environment. The first of these sessions focused on the future development of the LandInfra suite of Standards: whether priority should be made on new encodings, new Parts, or other tasks.  Session presentations and a recording are available to OGC Members on the OGC Portal (account required) here: https://portal.ogc.org/index.php?m=projects&a=view&project_id=82&tab=2&artifact_id=107371 
The second Built Environment session considered the topic of what Urban Digital Twins mean to OGC. Presentations on human engagement as sensors and the place for digital twins in data spaces were followed with a preview of Discussion Paper and a panel of OGC specialists to discuss where Urban Digital Twins are most important in OGC. Session presentations and a recording are available to OGC Members on the OGC Portal (account required) here: https://portal.ogc.org/index.php?m=projects&a=view&project_id=82&tab=2&artifact_id=107543 

The GeoBIM Summit emphasized the theme of this meeting: there is a great amount of continuity between the geospatial and Building Information Modeling (BIM) communities and their respective technologies and practices. Numerous rapid presentations highlighted activities using OGC and BIM Standards and use cases for interoperability. Session presentations and a recording are available to OGC Members on the OGC Portal (account required) here: https://portal.ogc.org/index.php?m=projects&a=view&project_id=82&tab=2&artifact_id=107275  

The Quantum Computing ad hoc session included open discussion from OGC Members working or with or researching the application of quantum computing technology on geospatial issues. Much of the work in this space is still somewhat sensitive, so the session discussion has not been recorded. Future ad hoc meetings are planned toward the development of a working group.
Key Contacts
Identify (name and affiliation) key people with whom you had important conversations, newly met, or from whom you heard interesting presentations.  If there are opportunities for further collaboration or business, describe those opportunities.
Emerging Technologies

The OGC is becoming more proactive in assessing emerging technologies as they apply to the geospatial community. Some technologies will directly impact geospatial standards and interoperability, others lead to new operational environments that will drive requirements and use cases.  This section summarizes the discussions held in the Today’s Innovation / Tomorrow’s Tech and Future Directions session.
Today’s Innovation / Tomorrow’s Technology and Future Directions
The Today’s Innovation / Tomorrow’s Technology and Future Directions session runs unopposed on the schedule so that all meeting participants can attend. At this Member Meeting, the session, presented by Marie-Françoise Voidrot and Piotr Zaborowski of OGC’s Collaborative Solutions and Innovation Program (COSI), focused on projects in which OGC is participating and which are supporting development of capabilities of use to all members. Many of these projects are sponsored by the European Union to advance interoperable science and data management and are supporting OGC resources such as the RAINBOW registry, GeoBIM integration, and learning and developer resources.
The presentations and recording can be found here (OGC Portal account required): https://portal.ogc.org/index.php?m=projects&a=view&project_id=82&tab=2&artifact_id=107511  
Market Drivers

All members need to be responsive to the market segments in which they operate, even if there is no commercial consideration.  Below is some suggested guidance for describing how OGC work is impacting or being impacted by the market, organized for three different perspectives.
Commercial: whether a software company or a service provider, your business must rely on one or more OGC Standards for some part of its success (otherwise, why be a member?).  Describe new domain discussions and Standards activities.  For instance, the OGC TC has been converging various web service standards around an OpenAPI-based core. This work will have major impact on implementation of future standards as the principles from the effort are being considered for a common framework for all OGC web service standards.
Academic/Research: most Member Meetings are characterized by 50% or more of presentations being made from the academic and research community.  What other research is being described that impacts your own?   Describe areas of potential collaboration as well as gaps that you see in current OGC efforts where there are opportunities to research or propose for funding.  Also step back from the details and look at some of the emerging trends; for instance, the Temporal DWG is adding the time dimension to consideration in many Standards and is standing up a new SWG.  X,Y,Z is getting more interesting.

Government/public service: end users need honest brokerage of services. Which solutions offer true OGC standard compliance and what other capabilities may be emerging in the marketplace which are not yet well-known to procuring agencies? OGC is currently assessing how more demonstration sessions and informative events may be integrated into meetings to highlight emerging capabilities and proven technologies.
Activities to Watch

The OGC is always introducing new work, domains of expertise, and partners to the larger membership.  Below are two activities that might be worth watching by your organization.  Add others relevant to your work.
Data Spaces: there has been a dramatic increase in discussion on Data Spaces as the concept becomes more commonplace in European projects and policy. Per the European Union Data Spaces Support Centre (https://dssc.eu/), a Data Space is defined as “an infrastructure that enables data transactions between different data ecosystem parties based on the governance framework of that data space.” In other words, the “space” in a Data Space defines a context for which the data are useful: a container, governance, and access. Given the ubiquitous use of geospatial data, directly and indirectly, an understanding of the data spaces ecosystem may be key to participate in emerging data infrastructures.
OGC Web Services to OGC API transition: the full set of capabilities offered by the OGC Web Services Standards (e.g., Web Map Service (WMS), Web Feature Service (WFS), etc.) have now been reflected in published OGC API Standards or in work in or approaching final approval vote. Over the coming months, OGC will establish a process and resources to aid in transition to the more modern Standards, while still ensuring that the user community recognizes that the legacy web services are still functional and valuable.
Sessions Attended
All OGC Member Meeting sessions include GoToMeeting connectivity. Most chairs remember to record their sessions. The session recordings are uploaded to the portal after the Meeting and can be downloaded by OGC Members. GoToMeeting also automatically generates transcripts for most meetings. Where those transcripts are available, a link is provided in the respective session directory on the Portal.
