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To:  OGC members & interested parties: 

The OGC members listed below have proposed the OGC Earth Observation Product Metadata and OpenSearch Standards Working Group (SWG). The proposal in this document meets the requirements of the OGC Technical Committee (TC) Policies and Procedures as a charter for this working group.

The SWG name, statement of purpose, scope, list of deliverables, audience and language specified in the proposal will constitute the SWG's official charter. Submissions of technology for consideration by the SWG, and the beginning of technical discussions may occur no sooner than the SWG's first meeting. 

This SWG will operate under the OGC 2007 IPR Policy. The eligibility requirements for becoming a participant in the SWG at the first meeting are that:

a) You must be an employee of an OGC member organization or an individual member of OGC;

b) The OGC member must have signed the OGC membership agreement;

c) You must notify the SWG chair of your intent to participate to the first meeting. Members may do so by visiting the Observer Page on the OGC portal and joining the SWG; and

d) You must attend the first meeting of the SWG, at the time and date fixed below. Attendance may be by teleconference.

Of course, participants also may join the SWG later. The OGC and the SWG welcomes all interested parties.

Non-OGC members who wish to participate may contact us about joining the OGC. In addition, the public may access some of the resources maintained for each SWG: the SWG public description, the SWG Charter, Change Requests and public comments, which will be linked from the SWG’s page.

Please feel free to forward this announcement to any other appropriate lists. The OGC is an open standards organization; we encourage your feedback.

1. Earth Observation Product Metadata and OpenSearch
OGC10-157r3, the Earth Observation Metadata profile of Observations & Measurements is an OGC Implementation Standard, adopted in 2012. This OGC standard provides a concise model for documenting Earth Observation Product metadata.  The model is designed as a profile of the OGC/ISO Observation and Measurements standard and provides a layered model for the description of Earth Observation products.  A generic Earth Observation Product “eop” schema is provided from which specific schemas for optical, radar, atmospheric, and so forth product types are derived.  A number of improvements and corrections have been identified and need to be dealt with.

OpenSearch is a specification and a collection of technologies that allow publishing of search results in a format suitable for syndication and aggregation that can then be aggregated by larger indexes. OpenSearch is a way for websites and search engines to publish search results in a standard and accessible format.  An EO Extension to OpenSearch is proposed that allows discovery of EO Products complementary to the OpenSearch Geo Spatial and Temporal Extensions (OGC 10-032).

2. Purpose of the Standards Working Group

The purpose of the SWG is twofold:  

· Treat the change requests on OGC10-157 which is to result in an updated version of this implementation standard.

· Develop an EO extension for OpenSearch that complements the OpenSearch Geo Spatial and Temporal Extensions (OGC 10-032)

3. Scope of Work

Concerning OGC10-157, the SWG will treat the change requests that have been proposed to improve the specification resulting in a backwards compatible new version of this implementation standard.

Concerning the EO Open Search protocol, the SWG shall propose a new specification that complies and extends the work performed on the OpenSearch Spatial-Temporal specification (OGC 10-032) to cover the Earth Observation properties.

3.1 What is out of scope?
Concerning OGC 10-157, the SWG will treat only the change requests that have been reported through the online application available at https://portal.opengeospatial.org/public_ogc/change_request.php up until 31/08/2013.    
Concerning OGC 13-026, the SWG will not duplicate what is already specified on OGC 10-032 document
3.2 Existing Work as a Starting Point

OGC10-157r3 Earth Observation Metadata profile of Observations & Measurements (https://portal.opengeospatial.org/files/?artifact_id=47040)

OGC10-032r5 OpenSearch GeoSpatial and Temporal Extensions
(https://portal.opengeospatial.org/files/?artifact_id=54313&version=1)

OGC13-026r1 OpenSearch Extension for Earth Observation
(https://portal.opengeospatial.org/files/?artifact_id=54315&version=1 )
3.3 Determining when the Work of the SWG has been Completed

This SWG shall be dissolved after the following milestones have been achieved:

The SWG has produced an updated version of OGC10-157
SWG membership approves a recommendation to submit the document to the TC for consideration as an OGC Adopted Standard.

The candidate standard has been approved by the OGC Technical and Planning Committees as an Adopted OGC standard.
The SWG has produced an updated version of the EO Extension of OpenSearch (OGC 13-026)
SWG membership approves a recommendation to submit the document to the TC for consideration as an OGC Adopted Standard.

The candidate standard has been approved by the OGC Technical and Planning Committees as an OGC Adopted Standard.
4. Description of deliverables

There shall be two deliverables:

· Updated version of OGC10.157: The Earth Observation Metadata profile of Observations & Measurements.

· OGC13-026 OpenSearch Extension for Earth Observation
5. IPR Policy for this SWG

The IPR Policy for the Earth Observation Product Metadata and OpenSearch SWG will be RAND and Royalty Free. 

6. Anticipated Audience

Any organization that has a requirement for cataloguing Earth Observation Product metadata.
7. Other informative information about the work of this SWG

7.1 Details of the first meeting

The first meeting of the committee will be held by telephone conference call on August 27, 2013 at 16pm CET. Call-in information will be provided to the SWG's e-mail list and on the portal calendar in advance of the meeting.

7.2 Projected on-going meeting schedule

The work of the committee will be carried out primarily by email and conference calls, every two weeks on Tuesdays at 16pm CET, with face-to-face meetings during each of the OGC TC meetings.

7.3 Supporters of the Proposal

The following people support this proposal and are committed to the Charter and projected meeting schedule.

	Name
	Email
	Organization

	Steven Smolders
	
	GIM nv

	Pedro Gonçalves
	
	Terradue Srl.

	Arnaud Cauchy
	
	EADS Astrium

	Giuseppe Troina
	
	European Space Agency

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


7.4 Convener(s)

Pedro Gonçalves

Steven Smolders
Open Geospatial Consortium, Inc.
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